
Restart in Safe Mode
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1. Open Advanced Startup Options in Windows 10 or Windows 8, assuming you're using one of
those operating systems. Since you can't start Windows properly, use method 4, 5, or 6 outlined in
that tutorial.

With Windows 7 or Windows Vista, start System Recovery Options using your installation media or
a system repair disc. Unfortunately, this process doesn't work with Windows XP.

2. Open Command Prompt.

Advanced Startup Options (Windows 10/8): Tap or click on Troubleshoot, then Advanced options,
and finally Command Prompt.

System Recovery Options (Windows 7/Vista): Click on the Command Prompt shortcut.

3. With Command Prompt open, execute the correct bcdedit command as shown below
based on which Safe Mode option you'd like to start:

Safe Mode:

Safe Mode with Networking:

Safe Mode with Command Prompt:

Tips: Be sure to type whatever command you choose exactly as shown and then execute it using
the Enter key. Spaces are very important! The { and } brackets are the ones above the [ and ]
keys on your keyboard. Two separate commands are required to start Safe Mode with Command
Prompt, so be sure to execute them both.

Restart in Safe Mode

Note: If you want to force or stop Safe Mode from starting, and you actually can access
Windows properly, you don't need to follow the procedure below. See the much easier How
to Start Windows in Safe Mode Using System Configuration process.

bcdedit /set {default} safeboot minimal

bcdedit /set {default} safeboot network

bcdedit /set {default} safeboot minimal

bcdedit /set {default} safebootalternateshell yes



1. A properly executed bcdedit command should return a "The operation completed
successfully" message.

If you see "The parameter is incorrect", or "The set command specified is not valid", or "...is not
recognized as an internal or external command...", or a similar message, check Step 3 again and
make sure you executed the command properly.

2. Close the Command Prompt window.
3. In Windows 10 and 8, tap or click on Continue.

In Windows 7 and Vista, click the Restart button.

4. Wait while your computer or device restarts.
5. Once Windows starts, log in as you normally do and use Safe Mode however you were

planning.

Important: Windows will continue to start in Safe Mode every time you reboot unless you undo
what you did in Step 3. The easiest way to do that is not by executing more commands, but via
System Configuration. See How to Start Windows in Safe Mode Using System Configuration and
follow steps 8 through 11 in that tutorial.
How to Stop a Safe Mode Loop
If Windows is stuck in a sort of "Safe Mode Loop," preventing you from starting in normal mode
again, and you've tried the instructions I gave in the Important call-out from Step 8 above but
haven't been successful, try this:

1. Start Command Prompt from outside of Windows, the process outlined in Steps 1 and 2
above.

2. Once Command Prompt is open, execute this command:

3. Assuming it was successfully executed (see Step 4 above), restart your computer and
Windows should then start normally.

From https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-force-windows-to-restart-in-safe-mode-2625163

bcdedit /deletevalue {default} safeboot

https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-force-windows-to-restart-in-safe-mode-2625163

